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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
(Legislative Department) 

ORDER 

New Delhi, the 8th February, 2008 

S.O. 283(E).—Wherea'i under the provisions of 
article 82 and article 170 (3) of the Constitution, as amended 
by the Constitution (Eighty-founh Amendment) Act, 2001, 


Parliament has enacted the Delimitation Act, 2002 and a 
Delimitation Commission has been set up to readjust the 
division of each State and Union Territory into territorial 
constituencies for the purpose of elections to the House 
of the People and to the State Legislative Assemblies on 
the basis of census figures as ascertained at the census 
taken in the year, 2001 [as envisaged under the Constitution 
(Eighty-seventh Amendment) Act, 2003]' 

And whereas, the Delimitation Commission has, so 
far completed the delimitation exercise in 25 States/Union 
Territories; 

And whereas, the delimitation work in respect of 
Assam was suspended first in pursuance of the stay orders 
of the Guwahati High Court in the case of Shri Ram Parsad 
Sarmah and Ors. Vs. UOI & Ors. (PIL No. 62/2007); 

And whereas, the resumption of delimitation by the 
Delimitation Commission consequent to the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court’s stay on the orders of the Guwahati High 
Court (in the aforesaid petition) is likely to arouse the 
sentiments of the people living in the State of Assam due 
to their apprdiension that the ongoing delimitation in many 
electoral constituencies may result in break-up of 
affiliation betweai public and its representatives, change 
of boundaries thereof, which may cause alienation of 
different groups of tribes; 

And whereas, representations have been received 
from the State of Assam that the delimitation exercise be 
postponed till such time as the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) is updated to reflect the true population 
configuration in the State; 

And whereas, the process of delimitation in Assam 
has all along evoked strong opposition from all concerned 
in the State, and there have been a large number of pro¬ 
tests, picketing, bundhs, road blockades, etc. by the politi¬ 
cal and non-political organizations in the State; 

And whereas, different political parties, student 
bodies like All Assam Students Union, All Bodo Students 
Union, All Koch Rajbanshi Students Union, All Assam 
Minority Students Union, Adibasi Students Union and 
various other ethnic organizations have while opposing 
the delimitation process, launched as many as 113 
agitational programmes; 

And whereas, an Ujani Asom Samasti Suraksha 
Samaty has been specially constituted to oppose the De¬ 
limitation Commission’s proposal for curtailment of one 
constituency each in the upper Assam districts of 
Sivasagar, Jorhat and Dibrugarh; 

And whereas, the issues in regard to delimitation of 
constituencies in the State of Assam are very serious and 
sensitive in nature and may give rise to break down of 
public order on account of serious law and order situa¬ 
tions in different districts and more, particularly, in the 
areas which are disturbed areas or very sensitive areas; 

And whereas, the Central Government in exercise 
of the powers conferred by section 3 of the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 (28 of 1958) has, in view of the 



r^II-^P>g3(ii)3 


grot ^ 


3 


of Assam and 20 fans. wi<te belt in the State of Anmachal 
Pradesh and Meghalaya bordering Assam as “disturbed 
area” vide S.0.1878(E) dated 4th November, 2007; 

And whereas, the National Democratic Front of 
Boroland (NDFB) and the United Liberation Front of Asora 
(ULFA) and the various wings thereof vide S.0.2008(E) 
dated 23rd November, 2006 and 2034(E) dated 27th 
November, 2006 in the Stale of Assam who have been 
declared as “unlawful associations” under section 3(1) read 
with proviso to section 3 (3) of flie Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967(33 of 1967 ), for a further period of 
years for indulging in various illegal and violent 
activities, inter edia, intended to disnq}t dre sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of India, are likely to exploit die 
sentiments of the local people, and create large scale 
violence and disruption of die public order, in furtherance 
of their agenda; 

And whereas, the Stale Government of Assam has 
also conveyed to the Central Government about 
the strong objections lodged by the legislators, 
parliam^tarians, all political parties, Panchayats and public 


leaders on the proposed,delimitation of Assembly and 
Parliamentary constituencies and have requested the 
Government that delimitation without addressing the 
grievances of public leaders, people and the indigenous 

communities, is Iflccty to cause mayor law and order problems 

in the State of Assam; 

And whereas, the State Government is of the view 
that the delimitation process should be kept in abeyance 
and has requested for the maintenance of status quo in the 
interest of peaceful co-existence of people of the State and 
its territorial integrity and the maintenance of public order; 

Now dierefme, keeping in view the serious problem 
in the State of Assam and to obviate the above problems, 
the President, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub¬ 
section (1) of section lOA of the Delimitation Act, 2002 (33 
of2002), and on being satisfied that a situation has arisen 
where unity and integrity of India is likely to be threatened 
and there is a serious threat to the peace and public order, 
hereby defer the delimitation exercise in die State of Assam 
with immediate effect and until further orders. 

[F. No. H-M019(10)/07-LEG II/l] 
K.D. SINGH, Secy. 
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